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“We (the Apostles) are of God: he who knows God, hearkens to 
us; he who is not of God, hearkens not to us. By this we know the 
Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Error.”"—1 John iv. 16.—Mace- 
knight’s Translation, 

“Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and 
of the Commandments of us,the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” 
2 Pet. iii. 2.—Macknight. 





ANABAPTIS®™. 


Anabaptism is a compound Greek word. It is constituted of 
ana, Which in composition signifies iteration or again, and bap- 
tisma, baptism. Used as a verb, it means to baptize again, or 
to rebaptize (anabaptizo). Anabaptist, in former times, was 
applied, by the then Orthodox, to the Baptists as a term of 
reproach, as the word Campbellite is now by this ence despised 
people, to those whe “contend earnestly for the faith formerly 
delivered to the,saints” by the holy Apostles, in these days of 
degeneracy and refined hypocrisy. Queen Elizabeth burnt 
three or four of these inoflensive people, because they denied 
the validity or legalityf Episcopal “Baptism,” as baby sprin- 
kling is miscalled in the revised mass book, or Book of Common 
Prayer. The Baptists of that day would admit none among 
them who were not immersed upon the confession that Jesus 
was the Christ, unless they submitted to the “one baptism” 
enjoined by the Apostles. . This, however, cannot be considered 
as anabaptism; for, the word of God being our guide, the sprin- 
kling a few drops of water on the face of a baby is no baptism 
at all, jesuistry and the priests to the contrary notwithstanding, 
In this case, therefore, it was baptism, but not anabaptism. 
Novatius was the first, of whom we have any account, who 
protested against the legality of orthodox baptism. He flou- 
rished about the latter end of the third century. Popular bap- 
tism, whether of adults or minors was then performed by im- 
mersion only, Notwithstanding this, the Novatians would not 
‘admit the orthodox among them unless they were re-immersed. 
Hence these good people were truly anabaptists, their baptism 
anabaptism, and the first, too, since the mystery of iniquity 
began to work in the Church of Christ. The confession and 
the immersion were identical; only the orthodox body was 
deemed corrupt. 
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Anabaptism, in the strict etymological and scriptural import 
of the term, is unjustifiable and highly to be deprecated. There 
is a case, however, in which re-immersion can not only be jus. 
tified, but is really and obviously a duty. dm the foregoing defi. 
nition I have purposely left undefined the much disputed tery 
baptism. With Schrevelius’ Greek Lexicon betore me, I per- 
ceive it Means an immersion, a dyeing. Hence the idea eon. 
veyed to my mind is a dyeing by immersion. ‘This is wha: 
logicians would call a compound idea. By further researc}, | 
find that the dyers among the Greeks, both ancient and modern, 
use the words baptized and baptism when speaking of stuth 
that had been dyed. ‘To dye by immersion is to baptize any 
thing dipped in a colored medium. (The term is coniessed|y g 
dyer’s word. Ifyou were to dip, plunge, or immerse a piece | 
white linen in clear water, and then present it toa Greek Dyer, 
he would tell you it was lonized, bathed, dipped, or washed, 
but not baptized or dyed. But if you were to take the sany 
piece of linen and dip it in a bright scarlet colored fluid, he 
would then tell you it was not only dipped but dved. Hene 
the English word immersion only conveys half the idea intended 
by the word baptism. There is no single word in the language 
that exactly conveys the idea of baptisma. Immersion is but 
one-half of baptism. A man may be immersed and yet not 
baptized; a man, however, cannot be baptized without being im- 
mersed. ‘The fluid into whieh he is plunged must be tinged of 
a bright scarlet color. Let me not be misunderstood; it is no 
supposed that this tinge is obvious to the natural eye, but the 
eye of faith can see the crimson dye flowing from the pierced 
side of Jesus into all the baptismal waters. Ifa man _ contess 
Jesus to be the Son of God, and apprehends his blood shed tor 
the remission of sins, and he be immersed in the waters of the 
Potomac, Rappahannock, Mattaponi, Pamunky or James river. 
the eye of faith can see those waters dyed around him with tl: 
blood of Jesus. The eye of faith, however, must be open in 
the person baptized or dyed, as well as in the dyer or baptizer. 
A dyer accustomed to look upon colored fluids may imayine 
water in his vat to be so; his imagination, however, will not dye 
the cloth; so may an administrator of baptism imagine that the 
subject recognizes the blood of Jesus, but his imagination wil 
not supply the defect thereof. No! the subject must believe 
and confess for himself or his dipping will be mere immersion 
and not baptism. 

The best definition I have met with of the word baptisma is 
an Arabic one. The idea occurs in the Koran, where it is 
represented by the compound word sebgatallah, divine dyeing, 
or the dving of God. Hence divine baptism may be distin- 
guished from human baptism, by the matter of faith with which 
the water is dyed.' The divine dye is the blood of Jesus; the 













123 


human dye is frames and feelings, sounds and sights, dreams 
and visions of * ‘hobgoblins, ghosts, and spirits damned.” The 
former is believed on the divine te stimony of prophe ts and a pos- 
tles, the latter is mafulactured by ranting, text-weaving, and 
‘he fanatical exhibitions of the clergy. Take an intidel and 
mmmerse him over head and ears in water, that man has not 
been dyed with the dyeing of God;—take an unbeliever and dip 
him into the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, such an one is not dyed with the divine dyeing;—take a 
babe and immerse it in the name , &c. such an one is immersed 
but not bi iptize “d; ;—take an adult who has given in his *Chris- 
tian experience” to an episcopal, romish, methodist, presbyte- 
rian, or baptist community, and immerse him into the name of 
the Father, &e. such an individual has been immersed into his 
wn experience, in obedience to the thirty-nine articles, the inis- 
sal, the book of discipline, the Westminster coniession, or the 
baptist creed, but not into Christ;—but take an infidel, and 
convince him of sin, of righteousness, and of judement, by the 
arguments, &e. which the prophetic and apostolic testimony 
supplies; and, believing with his heart or understanding divinely 
convinced by the word, let him confess with his mouth belore 
men, that Jesus is Lovd to the glory of God the Father:—let 
him glority God in his body (1 Cor. vi. 20) by being immersed 
into the name of the Father, ana of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, and that man, and such an one alone, is dyed with the 
dyeing of God—his baptism is a divine baptism: ‘he has been 
baptized with the true, ancient, apostolic, and “one baptism.” 
Such a man can draw near to God “with a true heart and full 
assurance of faith, having had his HEART sprinkle d. from an evil 
conscience, and his ropy washed with pure water:” he can in- 
deed, say, “I am built upon the testimony of the prophets and 
apostles, Jesus Christ himself being the foundation corner stone:” 
and such a man is alone entitled to the name of Christian. 

Such a baptism may well be esteemed AN OrbINANCE FOR 
THE PURIFICATION OF SIN. “There are three that bear witness 
on earth, the spur it, and the water, and the blood; and these three 
agree in one” witness. ‘There, in the baptismal institution, are 
the water and the blood, and he that comes to this ordinance is 
led hither by the witness of the Spirit, contained in the sacred 
writings, concerning Jesus. “He” (the Spirit) said Jesus, “shall 
testify of me; and shall take of mine and shew it unto you” my 
apostles. What the Spirit dictated to these holy men conce rning 
Jesus they have recorded, for the conviction of the world of sin, 
of righteousness, and of judgment. Such is THE Baptism pro- 
claimed by the Apostles for THE REMISSION OF SINS—a baptism 
which embodies in it faith in the blood of Jesus anv immersion. 

Hence, then, two things are essential to constitute baptism, 
namely, blood AND water. Four things are likewise necessary 
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be 

es before a person can enjoy the benefits which flow from bloog 
hs and water. First, belief; secondly, repentance; thirdly, confes. 
Be | sion; anv fourthly, immersion. Neither belief alone, nor re- 
1s pentance alone, nor confession alone, nor immersion alone yj) 
e suffice to put men in possession of spiritual blessings. ‘The tes. 
:. timony of the Holy Spirit in the word must be believed, gins 
. 4 must be repented of, the name of Jesus must be openly contess. 
. ed, and God glorified in the immersion of the body in water. 
#6 The Father himself confessed Jesus before men, “this” said 4 


voice from the excellent glory, ‘ts my beloved Son in whom I an, 

well pleased” We must doso too. Jesus was revealed as t), 

¥ Son of God by water; “that he may be made manifest to Israg) 

am I come baptizing in water” said John. And so must we, j 

we would be manifested as the sons of God. With the heart, 

is or understanding and affections, man believes unto righteous. 
, ness, and with the mouth confession is made to salvation. 

Faith in the blood of sprinkling, unfeigned sorrow for sin, 


“a | confession that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ the Son of the 
A a living God, are essential and indispensably necessary, to consti- 
* tute immersion in water, baptism. “Converts,” who “believe” 
j , without testimony, (if such a thing be possible,) repent without 
he) reforming, confess without confessing Jesus, although immersed 


are not baptized. Let us suppose one of 10,000 cases that 
might be adduced, by way of illustration. A sect vets up a 
camp meeting revival. ‘There are present certain gentlemen 


oes, 
, 


a of the black cloth; they take a text perchance. In a few seconds 
a the text is forgotten. ‘The preacher supplies its place by some 
4 story about hell; portrays before his stupified hearers, some 
4 horrible pictures, as though he had just come from the flames 
himself; with the groans, and shrieks, and piercing cries of ten 
: thousand wailing spirits ringing in his ears. His contortion ot 
mf limbs and distortions of face fitly represent the agonies he de- 
el _ seribes. Urged by his familiar spirit he rants and raves unt 
oa exhausted nature prompts “Amen.” His voice stops suddenly 
Se | and a pause ensues. ‘The first act is closed and the second 
Pid § now begins. Affrighted females and a few timid men crowd 
Ro to the mourning bench to be prayed for. Down they fall upon 
fay their bended knees, and hiding their lugubrious faces in their 
at hands, begin to sob, as if by concert, to cry aloud, to beat their 
* breasts, to groan, to rant, to rave, until they fall stiff and pros- 
. | trate upon the ground. All this is said to be sorrow {for sin. 
% Mi A little water and the smelling bottle, or a bottle perhaps mor 
eh potent, soon restores to animation and tranquility this raving 
ae sinner. Spent with agonizing, he professes to have “obtained 
és a hope and to have got religion,” and is now fully qualified by 
, his familiar to pronounce on doxies of every hind. He is called 
¥ upon to give in his “experience,” or to tell the priest and his 
» laymen “what the Lord has done for his soul.” Perhaps he has 
; \ 
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seen a vision, or has “reason to date his conviction from a dream 
which he had.” “He dreamed he was in a room with a num- 
ber of Methodists and Baptists. He thought he saw the devil 
at the door. ‘The Methodists and Baptists endeavored to push 
the door to, the devil pushed and they pushed; now he pre- 
vailed and now they. At last they succeeded in fastening the 
door. What, thought he, could the devil want there? He could 
not have come for the Methodists, good people; and he was sure 
it could not be for the Baptists. Who could he have come for 
then? It must have been for me,” said Andrew, “and from 
that I date my first convictions. ‘This item of experience told, 
others were added. The priest is satisfied. A. moves that An- 
drew be received into the church, B. seconds the motion. If 
yoor Andrew was not “baptized” in his infancy or babyhood, 
and the camp-meeting belongs to the Presbyterian connexion, 
he is sprinkled upon his experimental confession, in obedience 
to the commands of session; if it belong to the Methodist friends, 
it is left to has conscience whether he will be sprinkled, poured, 
or immersed; and if it belong to the Baptists, he is taken to the 
water and dipped. ‘The only diflerence in these cases is the 
mode. Andrew is an adult, and he becomes a Presbyterian, 
Methodist or Baptist, upon one and the same confession or ex- 
perience, in which there is no more of Jesus than of Peter. 
Hence Andrew’s religion is founded upon the Methodists and 
Baptists, the devil, whom he saw in his dream, being the foun- 
dation of the whole. He was immersed into his experience and 
not into Christ. As many of you as are immersed into your 
experience have put on your experience. It is one thing to be 
immersed into Baptistism, and quite another to be immersed 
into Christ. It is the faith; the repentance, and the contession, 
that give a character to the immersion, Assent to sermonical 
rhodomontades, in which no divine testimony is submitted to 
the hearers, is mere credulity. Credulity, experience and im- 
mersion, constitute human baptism, and the subject of it is dyed 
a sectarian, but not a christian. Divine Baptism, is truly a 
dyeing process, and the subject of it acquires a moral hue. His 
robe of righteousness is washed and made white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Rev. vii. 14. He puts on this dyed garment when 
he puts on Christ by the “one baptism.” As a sinner, he is a 
foul spot in the creation of God. His iniquity, transgression 
and sin, are upon his own head. He is a citizen of Babylon, 
under the dominion of Baalzebub, a rebel against God his crea- 
tor. He is dyed in sin. ‘Taught by the Holy Spirit, speaking 
through prophets and apostles, he at length repents of his mis- 
deeds, and resolves to reform “his life and to glorify God in his 
body. The Holy Spirit, through Paul, Peter, and Ananias, 
commands him to “confess with his mouth the Lord Jesus,” to 
“repent,” and to “be baptized and wash away his sins, invoking 
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the name of the Lord.” He obeys the words of the Holy Sp 
it, he repents, he confesses Jesus, and is immersed into t| 
name of the Father, &c. Who that knows any thing of he 
true genius and spirit of the gospel of Christ, as it stands ey. 
hibited on the faithful page of revelation, will say that the a) 
ee. of the blood of Jesus, in the holy ordinane eof divi 


)- 


sail 


aptism, 1s not adequate to the remission of sins? He thats: 1 
it is not, gives the lie to the Holy Spirit, who declares by 1 Pe; 
iii. 2. that “we are saved by baptism.” A truly baptized believer 
then, “ts purged. from his old sins,” he is dye “4 white in the ” 
rifying blood of Jesus; “he has purified his soul by obeying th, 
truth; he is renewed by the Holy Spirit in an appointed wa 
Instead of hunting and fishing after vanities, he seeks after tha: 
wisdom which is first pure and then peaceable. He delights j, 
new objects; he has exchanged the honors, the applause, ani 
the pursuits of this world, for the glorious hope of the gosp 
and looks forward ardently longing for the appearance of Jes 
and the resurrection of the just. “Who cannot discern, in th): 
marvellous change the new moral! hue imparted to this new con- 
vert? He does not acquire it by sights and sounds, dreams 
visions, under infranatural impulses or phrenzies; no, but by a 
dispassionate examination of divine testimony, and a cali ant 
deliberate submission to the commands of the apostles. 

But, is it to be wondered at, that the Baptists and other sects, 
should deny that a sinner receives pardon in baptism? Would 
it not rather be marvellous that they should contess that we are 
baptized, for the remission of sins? I think so. Look at their 
black and white members, how many in a thousand have been 
immersed upon a confession of tHe faith? I do not mean ona 
confession of their faith, but of the faith? I would say perhaps 
five. Now it is agreed, I believe, on all hands, that waiter alone 
does not impart remission, but water and blood—what is there 
in Baptist baptism to make it an ordinance for the purification 
of sin?’ Nothing. For no christian will contend that a sinner’s 
experience can make water purifying. I therefore do not be- 
lieve that sins are remitted by popular baptism; which is itsell'a 
sin that needs to be repented off Nothing but the “one bap- 
tism” can impart remission, and that “one baptism” is very rarely 
practised by the sects. ‘There are a few exceptions, and e veep 
tio probat regulam, the exception establishes the rule. 1 have 
a case before me. A brother C. C. who had been reading the 
New Testament and Christian Baptist, made application to be 
inducted into the Church of Christ. At that time he was wun- 
der the necessity of applying to the Rev. Clergyman who pre- 
sided over the First Baptist Church in Richmond. When he 
appeared before “the Pastor,” he was asked to tell them “what 
the Lord had done for his soul.” He might have told him, that 
the Lord had voluntarily surrendered his life eighteen centuries 
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ago, aS a propitiation for the sins of an. that should believe and 
obey him, through all time; and that he now desired to partake 
of the benefits which accrued to him as a believer, by being 
baptized into his name. He answered his common place ques- 
tion by another inquiry: “What hindereth,” said he, “that I 
should be baptized?” 'The Rev. Divine replied, “If thou believ- 
est with all thine heart thou mayest.” Bro. C. rejoined, “I be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” The people seemed 
confounded at such an unusual incident. After a pause, a cer- 
tain Baptist moved ‘that he be received,” another “seconded 
the motion.” He was received accurdingly, and afterwards 
“buried with Christ;” he was not only immersed, but baptized 
to all intents and purposes. An opportunity occurring he has 
since come out of Babylon; and such are some of those to whom 
the ery is addressed, “‘Come out of her, my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 
Rev. xviii. 4. 

Let not my readers suppose that the “good confession” is a 
matter of secondary import, and that an understanding of this 
subject, acquired after immersion, will supply the defect of it at 
that imposing crisis. Let them reflect, that if the confession 
made by Peter, namely, that “Jesus is the Christ the Son of the 
Living God,” fall into disuse, that community so disusing it,- 
whatever it was once matters not, ceases to be a Church of 
Christ. If} instead of this confession, a society of religionists 
substitute a sinner’s experience, whether true, sincere, false, or 
delusive, imports not, that society is built upon human feelings, 
and not upon tHe Rock. Upon the above recited confession, 
Jesus has declared (Mat. xv. 18.) he will build his church or 
congregation. Every member, therefore, of his body, the church, 
must be built into this edifice upon this confession. And asa 
church is composed of individuals, the architectural preparation 
of these persons will determine the christian or antichristian 
character of the constitution and practices of the societies to 
which they belong. If they are “living stones” they will have 
been hewn out of tae Rock by a divine masonry; but if they 
have been cast into sectarian moulds they are merely sun-baked 
clayand sand. A society built upon tHe Rocx shall never be- 
come extinct. The Romish Church is built upon the infallibi- 
lity of the Pope, the Episcopal on the thirty-nine Articles, the 
Presbyterian. on the Westminster confession, the Methodist on 
the book of Discipline, the Quaker on Fox, the Shaker on Anne 
Lee and Jemima Wilkinson, the modern Baptist on frames, feel- 
ings, and experiences, &c. &c. All these are sandy foundations, 
crumbling bases. They will all fall, when the Lord from hea- 
ven comes to blast them with the breath of his mouth. The 
approaching catastrophe is evinced by their internal dissentions, 
and the shout shall soon be raised, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen!” 
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A mistaken confession was the cause of the Apostle Pay)’. 
command to re-immerse the twelve disciples at Ephesus. Acts, 
xix. They had been immersed by Apollos, it would seem, 
about twenty-six years after the resurrection of Jesus, into 
the confession of a belief that the approach of the Messiah was 
nearat hand. They, hke Apollos, were imperfectly instructed 
in the way of the Lord. ‘They were quite sincere in being im . 
mersed into a confession of a future coming. This sincerit, 
however, was estimated at its true price. They were sincerely 
wrong, but Paul conceived it necessary that they should be put 
sincerely right. Having, therefore, duly instructed them. th ey 
were immersed into the confession that Jesus of Nazareth, and 
no one else besides, was the Christ who had already come. John’s 
was a divine baptism and so was the Apostle’s; still it was ne- 
cessary they should be immersed again, because their former 
immersion had not been predicated on Jesus. This cannot be 
considered Anabaptism in its true import. ‘The two baptisms 
are essentially dissimilar; and [ think the word ought to be con- 
fined to the repetition of ‘christian baptism. Some cases of true 
Anabaptism occurred in the Western Reserve, Ohio. The firs: 
baptism, we believe, was a valid one, and though the subjects 
at the time did not apprehend the full extent of their privileges, 
we conceive this was no good or sufficient reason for its iteration. 
They were immersed upon the good confession, and therefore 
were duly baptized, and entitled to all the immunities and bless- 
ings W hich it brings. 

From what has been said, then, the following is the sum: 

. Anabaptism is the repetition of christian baptism, and 
thereto unjustifiable. 

. Belief, built on the testimony of Prophets and Apostles 
concerning Jesus, reformation, confession that Jesus of Naza- 
reth is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and immersion 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, are part and parcel of and necessary to the ordinance 
of purification from sin, called by the Apostle the “one Bar- 
TISM.” 

$3. That immersion is not baptism; but that, a man cannot be 
baptized without being immersed. 

4. That they whose i immersion is predicated upon “a certifi- 
cate of former good character,’ and a tale of sights and sounds, 
called “experience,” with no more faith than amounts to a be- 
lief, that “the word of God is a dead letter,” and that if they 
don’t “get religion they will be damned;” that an immersion, i! 
the name of the Father, &c. predicated on such premises is not 
christian baptism. . 

5. That the subjects of any baptism not predicated upon the 
good confession, does not entitle to the spiritual blessings con- 
sequent on the “one Baptism.” 
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§. That God having placed his name in his institutions, all 
communicable blessings flow through those institutions, of which 
Christian Baptism is one. 

7. That every immersed person who is not immersed on the 
good confession, is not founded upon THE ROCK, and consequent- 
ly forms no part of the Church of Christ. 

“8. That the re-immersion of such a person is not anabaptism, 
and therefore, justifiable;—that re-immersion being his first true 
baptism. 

INFERENCE 

That all who have not been the subjects of the One Baptism, 
(see No. 2, above,) if they would enjoy the remission of sins and 
the hope of eternal life, must, not only ‘‘believe in their hearts 
that God hath raised Christ from the dead,’? but must ‘‘confess 
with their mouths the Lord Jesus,” and so be immersed in water, 
to the glory of God the Father. Epiror. 


ELDER SOUTHWOOD’S SERMON. 


Ifthe brethren in eastern Virginia, maligned as Campbellites, 
have one thing to rejoice at more than another it is this, that they 
now pessess on the spot a means of defending themselves against 
the false accusations, malevolent inuendos, and gross libels, which 
the orthodox have been in the custom of publishing with impu- 
nity. The populars, like raw soldiers, are very brave while 
danger is remote, but when brought into action they act on the 
prudent maxim, “‘he that fights and runs away—may live to 
fight another day.’? They fire blank cartridge for shot, and 
having scampered off for refuge behind the wall of popular preju- 
dice, they exclaim “‘see what great men are we!’’—The ‘‘sacred 
desk” is the coward’s pavilion, and the “superficial religious 
publications” of the several sects, take care that their deluded 
votaries only hear their side of an argument. This has long 
been the religious character of the Religious Herald, together 
with its clerical adherents; instead of faith, courage and know- 
ledge characterising their combined efforts, they are distinguish- 
ed for their credulity, cowardice and ignorance. For their cre- 
dulity in supposing that they and theirs are under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit seeing that their notions lead to such unholy 
results; for instead of doing justly, loving mercy, and walking 
humbly with the true God, they practice iniquity and worship a 
Grod, who, they suppose, is placated by prayers, noise, confusion, 
hysterics, groans, tears, and lip service, while they persecute 
and malign those who desire to fix their unstable minds on what 
God—the true God—has revealed in his word. They aPe re- 
markable for their cowardice in first closing the mouths of their 
opponents, and then attacking them with all kinds of slanders, 
fables, and lies, which are gulped down implicitly by their equally 
cowardly and deluded followers. ‘Their ignorance is notorious: 
F 3 
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—and what wonder? Do not the clergy teach the people t), 
‘“the word of God which liveth and abideth forever” isa perfec 
dead letier, and cannot be comprehended uuless applied by some 
ghostly action to the hearls of sinners? Orihodox ignoran 
charges the breibren wilh denviog the grace of God, the H, hk 
Spirit, fuiiv, good works, wiih sund: 'y oiber errors, whic h they 
Classily under ihe name of Campbellism; a denial of which, s y 
we, is contircry to ihe word of God. Suppose the brethren 
hold these errors, which, however, we uilerly deav, do hes 
good people ihink that we shall be « onvinced and relormed mere. 
ly because they and their priesis say they are errors? Assertion 
without prool avails noihing with us. ‘Dear Bro. Sands” ani 
his fraternily myst iake the ¥ ouble (o jnsiruct us by the lieht oj 
God’s woid, if they sincerely desive to reclaim us from the erro; 
of our way. W hen pr iesis or clere ey condemn, we are rather 
inclined to believe we are more rie ht than wrone: for hist ry 
proves to us, that they have ever caused ile people tocrr. No 
if we are io be converied, both clergy and people must 7 st dis 
pel their own ignorance by a more ample acquaintance with 
word of truth to iis (vue scope and meaning, belore they bee 
their crusade against (hose they condemn as heretics and mi lig 
as Ca mpbelliies. 

We say, considering this state of things, the brethren ou! 
to esieem “th emselves happy i In possessing ihe | lew periodicals now 
on the side of ihe Apostles. They would be rec reant to them- 
selves and the righieous cause they profess to love i! Mee sus- 
tain not their defende: rs. ‘Two objects are the only legitimate 
ones to which (heir p) ‘operty ought to be applied: ei Po si, to the 
comfortable support o! their families, and secondly, to the ad- 
vancement of ibe cause of truth; for let them remember that 
they are bui siewards here, and will have to give in their ac- 
counts hereatier. Show mea rich parsimonious man, aad I will 
show you one on whom the religion of Christ exerts no influ: 
ence. 

We have been led into this train of reflection by the satisfaction 
we feel at being able to deiend the truth from the attacks of the 
Clergy and Relig ious Ediiors, and by the hope we entertain of 
being enabled by the aid of the brethren, io continue the un- 
compromising warfare we have commenced. With the Bible 
in our hands we fear neiiher priesis nor people; and though our 
opponenis may skulk like foxes in their holes, and fly like bats 
and owls to their caverns, we will mainiain the conflict until our 
companions in arms betake themselves to ignominious fight, till 
death sha!! close our eyes, or till all ecclesias(ivo-seciarian esia- 
blishmenis shall fall and bur y the unclean and haie‘ul birds that 
haunt their cranpies in one glorious and universal ruin. | 

We have beiore us “a sermon” by an ‘‘ Elder Southwood, ol 
Petersburg.” This clergyman we recollect to have seen in 
Philadelphia. He has a singular habit of shuiting his eyes when 
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he speaks to you. This habit is not peculiar to bis natural eyes; 
for, from the effusion be‘ove us, he mouviiesily noi oaly excludes 
the material light but ithe light of truih too. He is one, if we 
mistake noi, of {bose rel’gious scepiics, called Robert Lallites, 
becoming so numerous to (his cloudy aod dark day; whose won- 
derful Viberulii'y would desecrvie the holv ploce by dotting 
within (be sanciuery, the uocin umcised Philistines 0} (be naido- 
baptist secis. Toit of infideliiy! lei ibe Baptisi clerzy think of 
this. Wedo no. deny but (here are some good things in the 
sermon beore us, Whi in were, upon the whole, admi ably adapt- 
ed to the condiiioa oF the Seribes aud Pharisees io whom it was 
addressed. Wich (he following seniimeni we sully avree: ** The 
Bible is a good book. Not upon ihe whole, «: a good man, but 
ENTIRELY Goon, live a good angel wiinou! ulloy, or “ike God 
himself, who (s lishi, and in whom ‘here ts NO darvness at all,’?— 
Again, “every por of lhe Bible is important, bul every part is 
nol equaiiy so. The most imporian! mus! nol be en/arged, nor 
may the leas! (moorlant be expunged or abridged.’ Li would be 
well for (ve Clevev and creed-makers to vetleci on ihits, as well 
as the laiiy who are (evughi to beleve by iheivy masiers, (het some 
things ave esseutial tu the veligion of Civisi and some voi. “* We 
can learn jrom no olher source (han the Bible on wrel principles 
God acis in the salvation of sinners,’ no, neiiher irom the priests 
nor (he special operations they real so much avout. A man must 
“honor ihe Son, evenas he honors ihe Faiker—his laws must be 
obeyed, jor he is king in Zion,.”’ “There ave ample directions for 
all important vela/ive dulies, and likewise FoR TUR WORSHIP 
or Gon’s HOUss#.” ‘To ihe Coriaihivas, Paul wriies a reproof 
for their coa‘usion and wantol order, and prover sobvieiy. “How 
is ii, then, brethren, when ye come (ogeiher, every one of you 
hath a psulm, heih a tongue, hail a revelation, haih aa interpre- 
tation. Let all toings be done unio ediiying.” “Kor God is not 
the author of conlusion, bul of peace, as in all churches of the 
saints.” ‘Let your women keep silence in the churches, for it 
is not permiiied uaio them to speak; but they ave commanded to 
be under obedience, as also saiih the law.” “Let all things be 
done decenily and in order.” These are some of ihe good things 
under the second head of Elder Southwood’s sermon. We do 
most heartily agree with him in them all, especially in the last 
quotation. We believe most firmly that the New Tesiament 
contains ample directions for “the worship of God’s house.”” But 
we can no where find either example or precepi for ihe Baptist 
and Puidobaptist worship. No aposile or propuet hes taugbt us 
that meeting together on the Sabbath to /is/ea lo the prayers, 
and preaching of vn uninspired man, and the human compositions 
called hymns, sung by a choir of sinners, is ihe worship of God’s 
house! We have yet to learn that this is ‘Divine worsbip;” 
we put Elder Southwood and his “miaistering brethren” to the 
proof here. 
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Under the third head, the following must be confessed as equally 
true: “It is true of the infidel, that he can do without the Bible. 
and from the partial use they make of it, many Christians mich 
surrender it without much injury!” We would add without any 
injury at all at all. Again: “The Scriptures are neglected in 
consequence of the superficial character of religious publications, 
The bulk of publications that are now read are not calculated to 
discipline the mind. ‘They can be read without the Bible. That 
is no longer the necessary book of reference, without which the 
Christian reader cannot get on.”? We need only read the secta- 
rian journals to be convinced of the truth of these remarks. 
“Dear Bro. Sands’? what do you say to this comment on your 
‘leaves for the healing of the nation;” surely you need praying 
for in this dilemma; and who so calculated to pray for you as our 
fellow countryman, Elder Southwood? 

From these fair spots in this desert of a sermon, we turn now 
to serve up to our readers some of its briars and thorns. Some 
of them, if the speaker understood them, are highly complimen- 
tary to us; others are gross and wicked libels. But we expect 
nothing better from the present generation of Scribes and Pha- 
risees. Their opposition we consider honorable to our cause, the 
mildew of their praise would only blight the good seed of the 
word among us. We contend, in order that the people may be 
enlightened, not that we are very anxious to stand fair in the 
clergy’s estimation. If they were convertible, it would be well; 
but we fear they are too deeply entrenched in their own traditions 
and speculations to be benefitted; we leave them therefore to the 
mercy of God, whose gospel they have corrupted, and proceed. 

This learned theologian says, ‘‘It is also taught in these hea- 
venly oracles, that net one of the whole race would ever receive 
salvation, in the way it is offered, were not the Holy Ghost to 
change the heart of the sinner.” And to prove this he quotes 
and misapplies one of the most beautiful passages in the New 
‘Testament—‘‘No man can say that Jesus is Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost.” Now mark the speciousness of this.—Rabbi 
Southwood professes to have “obtained a hope” that he believes 
in Jesus. None can say this except the Holy Ghost has pre- 
viously changed his heart; therefore, his heart having been 
changed, while the hearts of millions of his fellow creatures re- 
main untouched, Rabbi Southwood must be one of the special 
favorites of heaven—he is one of the elect! A very comfortable 
woe of conceit in our worthy Rabbi, but an awfully disconso- 
ate dogma for mankind at large. There is, we apprehend, no 

lad tidings of great joy to all people in this article of orthodoxy. 
Ve know not which is the more manifest, our Reverend Di- 
vine’s presumption, or ignorance of the true meaning of the 
passage he quotes. The text is in the third verse of the 12 Cor. 
irst epistle. The Apostle commences the chapter by telling 
the disciples that he is about to enlighten their minds on the sub- 
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ect of the supernatural gifts imparted by the Holy Spirit—Tue 
TesTIFIER concerning Jesus. In the second verse he reminds 
‘hem of their condition before they became Christians: and then 
in the third verse, assures them that no one, of the spiritual men 
among them, pronounced Jesus accursed, as some among them 
had done; and that no one speaking by a supernatural impulse, 
can declare Jesus Lord, except he be really and truly inspired 
by the Holy Spirit. For, in the apostolic age, there were im- 
postors as there are now, who said they were inspired, but were 
not; the Apostle gave the Corinthians a rule, by which they 
might judge with certainty of every one who pretended to be 
inspired. Some of these persons in their pretended fits of inspi- 
ration, it would seem, had affirmed that Jesus was justly punish- 
el with the accursed death of the cross. No inspired teacher 
ever said this of Jesus. And a person who only speaks as a pas- 
sive instrument, as the inspired teachers of that age did, what is 
supernaturally suggested to him, cannot declare Jesus Lord, ex- 
cept the suggestion comes from the Holy Spirit. ‘This is the 
simple contextual meaning of this passage so often quoted by 
modern Rabbis to prove their theories. It is in its immediate 
sense alone snalediia to the supernaturally endowed spiritual 
men of the apostolic age; but in its accommodated sense it is also 
applicable to believers now. We, who are calumniated, do 
most assuredly believe that ‘‘no man can say that Jesus is Lord, 
but by the Holy Spirit.””. The question, however, at issue be- 
tween us and the Scribes and Pharisees is THE HOW a man 
believes by the Holy Spirit. ‘They say he is first regenerated 
and changed in the heart, and then the Spirit takes the truth and 
applies it to the new faculty; and that without this operation he 
neither could nor would believe. We Christians object to this 
their theory, and deny its validity in toto; on which account we 
are said to deny the Holy Spirit, and are thus involved in the sin 
against the Holy Ghost!!! We scarcely know whether to smile 
at the simplicity, or to pity the ignorance of our clerical judges. 
Cannot our readers perceive the marked difference between our 
denying the Holy Spirit, and denying the Clergy’s theory of his 
operations? If they cannot, then their obtuseness removes all 
hope of their conviction. Again we say no man can believe that 
Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Spirit; and we will go further 
and say that ‘faith is wrought in the heart” or understanding of 
men by his operations. But we deny the position assumed by 
the Clergy that the Holy Spirit’s operation is physical, and inde- 
pendent of the word. e believe, indeed, that their disciples 
assent to their abstract propositions by the “‘suasive influence” 
of a demoniacal agency, and quite independent of any word but 
theirs. In proof of this we appeal to those frantic exhibitions 
called “camp meetings,” and “‘revivals.”” We have said that 
the Holy Spirit is pre-eminently The Testifier or Witness con- 
cerning Jesus, the great agent who proved that Jesus is the Christ. 
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This was the character given to him before our Saviour les 
rlobe, and before the Spirit came. John xv. 26. Jesus says, 
his apostles “‘when the advocate (paracleetos) is come, who, 
I will send you from the Father, ihe Spirit of Truth who »». 
ceeds from the Father, he will restriey concerning me.” WW) 
he came, therefore, he fulfilled bis commission. He bros 
things to the minds of the aposiles, which they bad seen a. 
heard while they were with Jesus, and thus consiituted tho) 
good witnesses concerning him, and at the same time ena! 
them to work miracles to prove what they said. This was 
work of the Holy Spirit. ‘‘#Ze made the truth.”” Without )y) 
the apostles could have done nothing. But for him we sho, 
have had no New Testament, and consequently his testiny») 
would not have been handed down to us. For, holy men o| 
both spoke and wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spir) 
Had we no wriifen documenis we should have no means o 
lieving that Jesus is the Christ. All would be unceriain | 
tradition, upon which the Romanists lay so much stress as p: 
of the aposiolicity of their superstitious nonsense. Without 
word every time a man became a christian a new reyelaty 
would be necessary. Hence arises the anxiety of infidels to ds 
prove the scriptures, well knowing if ihey could do this, 1) 
christian religicn would be ihe meve baseless fabric of a visio 
which is in fact the true characier of sectarian christian’ 
Without the word it would be a matter of great doubt if Jes 
ever lived at all. Now, as the testimony concerning Jesus car 
no where be found except in the scriptures, and the dictation a 
those wriiings is all the work of the Holy Spirit, we say {| 
the man who believes the evidence they supply, believes as assu- 
redly, by the Holy Spirit, that Jesus is both Lord and Messia 
as if the Spirit had spoken to him in audible Janguage or appear 
ed to him ina vision. Language is either spoken or wrilien; 
and the only difference now is that the Holy Spirit addresses the 
eyes insiead of the ears of men. When, bowever, his wrilten 
words are made vocal by a reader he then addresses our ear 
through the speaker; the latter being nothing more than a mere 
speaking trumpet, these speaking trumpets, however, for the 
most part, blow their own blasts, as Rabbi Southwood has done, 
but care must be iaken to distinguish between the cominentaict 
and the thing commenied upon. We may treat his speculation 
with as liitle ceremony as we please without blasphemy, thoug! 
he may be a reverend divine; but we must take care how we 
turn a deaf ear to what the Spirit has caused to be written in the 
holy writings. 
The genuine faith recognized in the Scriptures, is that pr 
duced by the Holy Spirit, that is, it is the belief of the testimon} 
of the apostles and prophets, who wrote what the Spirit dictate: 
concerning the Christ. Hence a man who believes what the! 
have written about Jesus, has his faith “built on the testimon! 
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of apostles and srophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone. eader! could your faith be of a better kind? It 
may be of a worse, but it cannot be of a better, though it were 
the result of inspiration itself. You may be inspired; but that 
only by the word of Christ dwelling in you richly, and that word 
is no where to be found, as we have said, outside the coverlids of 
the Bible. So soon as a man believes what the aposiles have 
written concerning Jesus, bis faith is the effect of the operation 
of the Holy Spirit on bis understanding, by the power of testimony 
alone; and thus it gets to his affections, or his heart, as they are 
sometimes called;—he ts in very truth begotten of God by the 
word of truth; let bim take cave that he does not drop into the 
grave stillborn. A child may be begotten, but he must be born 
olive. A man’s faith is worth nothing, if it does not lead him 
to be immersed into Christ, and to continue in the obedience 
which the gospel, not priests, require. With this explication, 
we, the Editor, for he pretends not to dictate to his brethren in 
ihis mafler, betieve thai no man can say or believe or call Jesus 
Lord but by the Holy Spirit. 

We should not have known that the following base insinuation 
was intended against the brethren called Campbellites, had not 
the same libel been uitered by others of the orthodox, couched 
imdifferent terms, ta Connexion wilh our communily. We repel 
the slander with indignation and coniempt. ‘Some,’ says this re- 
verend worthy, “so count them [ihe scrip{ures] as open enemies, 
and pretend that ihe doctrines which ave taught and the histories 
exhibited, do not provide for (he intevesis of morality, but rather 
encourage licen(iousness. Zhese have been joined by another class 
—a denomination of professors—who in their zeal for denying 
the doctrines of grace, have enlisted all the arguments of the infi- 
del against them [the doctrines], and have declined the defence of 
God’s judgments against infidel nations, lest they should give 
offence to their ally, who has fought so manfully in their ranks, 
against election, effectual calling, justification by faith alone, and 
the final perseverance of the saints.”” If by the ‘‘doctrines of 
grace,’ a phrase no where to be found in the sacred writings, 
our Rabbi intends the free and unmerited gift of Jesus the Christ 
for the redemption of sinners, the shedding of his blood for the 
procuration of remission of sins, and bis return to our globe to 
raise the bodies of the faithful to immortal lile, we charge him 
flatly with ulfering a gross falsehood; but if on the contrary his 
“doctrines of grace” be merely another phrase for the doctrines of 
Johnny Colvin, then indeed we plead guilly. We do not believe 
in Calvinistic election; nor in Calvinistic effectual calling; nor in 
Calvinisiic total depravity and inability; nor in any istic salva- 
tion or justification by faith alone; nor in the final perseverance 
of Calvinisiic saints. Not ovly do we not believe in them, but 
we deny their exisience either in theory or practice, as exhibited 
in the word of God. We believe in the triumphant perseverance 
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of christians of the right sort, but we have yet to be apprise; |, 
a revelation from heaven that paidobaptist Calvinists, i. @. y¢. 
Calvinists, have any right or title to the honorable appellati:, 
christian. As for the abstract ‘faith alone” system, the aposi) 
James has sufficiently settled that matter, by saying that {ii 
alone does not save us. As for the judgments of God upon intide 
nations, we appeal to the periodicals among us in disproo/ o 
Rabbi S’s position. We believe all nations are infidel, and thy 
God’s judgments will not only destroy their political institutions 
but also demolish all ecclesiastical establishments of ‘“‘every nang 
and denomination” upheld or tolerated by them. ‘They have 
corrupted his way, and, according to their iniquity, must all shar 
the same fate. Amen, and the sooner the better. 

“In Spain,’’ continues our Rabbi, ‘“‘there must be a religion 9 
Popes and Cardinals; in England of King, Lords, and Commons; 
in Germany that of Martin Luther; Scotland derives hers troy 
Jno. Knox. Some declare their founder to be Geo. Fox, other 
Jno. Wesley; a few have picked up John Glass and Robert Say- 
deman; and like an old pair of shoes, they have been newly vanped 
an the United States, and dignified by the name of Campbellisn 
and thus a danger of neglecting the Bible grows out ef a@ passion 
for names. ‘The last named sect seems to claim the exclusive 
virtue of walking only by the Bible’s light.”—In turning. 
Buck’s Dictionary, I find that John Glass was expelled from the 
national church of Scotland because he contended that the king- 
dom of Christ is not of this world. Jesus said so too, and so ¢ 
we; so far we are in good company at least. Robert Sandema 
contended for the weekly administration of the Lerd’s Supper, 
the fellowship, or weekly collection for the poor, &c. on the Firs 
Day, mutual exhortation and a plurality of elders, pastors, or 
bishops, in eachchurch. THr AposTLESs COMMANDED THESE 
THINGS. We, therefore, contend for them as earnestly as R. 
Sandeman; not because he did so, but because the apostles taught 
these observances in obedience to the commands of Christ. Ro- 
bert Sandeman, however, we believe, was a paidobaptist; if », 
we can by no means recognize him as a christian, although 
very sincere and well meaning man. As for the old vamped 
shoon, called Campbellism, we have indeed heard of such a phan- 
tom. However, as we have nothing to do with any ism but gos 
pelism, we shall leave our dear Bro. Campbell to vindicate li- 
own ism if he have any. Those who know him, and it is only 
such should presume to judge, know well that he is the last man 
in the world who would submit to the degradation of being the 
leader of a sect. Rabbi S. if he knows any thing about us, ought 
to know, that no people more sternly reject, or have a greater 
contempt for great or little names than those whom he chooses (¢ 
degrade by the name of Campbellites. 

“We must not teach our young people to be afraid of Camp- 
bellism. This will make them cowardly. Nor to hate its advo- 
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cates, this is an unchristian spirit.”,—Though the Campbellites 
‘have a twist in their heads, and a sour spot in their hearts, they 
are not beyond the cure of a judicious application of the word of 
‘God! They must not be persecuted, even by wordy instruments: 


nor should we be so much concerned about how many churches 
they have lacerated, as—where have they departed from the great 
things of God’s law?’—Our reverend divine reminds us of an 
ass between two loads of hay. He evidently disapproves of the 
theological necromancy practised by the reverend magicians of 
these United States, and yet he is afraid of a rupture, which, 
would assuredly attend a declaration of independence on his part; 
knowing as he does that truth is generally poor, and that there 
are no loaves and fishes among us, he feels the inexpediency of 
siding with us, although conscience manifestly twinges him every 


‘now and then. The English Baptists, we do not mean the 


mongrel Baptists called open communionists to which Rabbi S. 
belongs, if we mistake not,—they know more of the scriptures, 
and worship God more rationally than the popular Baptists on 
this side of the Atlantic, and, as yet, have never disgraced them- 
selves by the absurd fanaticism practised here under the name of 
religion. ‘They are no cowards either; they do not fear to main- 
tain their faith in the light of day. They have many errors, 
however, and having of late increased in wealth, they have like- 
wise increased in worldly-mindedness; which it is to be hoped 
will receive a check before it proceeds too far. Having had these 
examples before his eyes, Rabbi S. cannot but discern the mark- 
edand flagrant difference. But we can tell him he must either 


be entirely orthodox, or content to remain an object of suspicion. 


We shall conclude by giving our readers the following anec- 
Jote from the close of this sermon, which we consider as highly 
creditable to the brethren. It would seem that the word Camp- 
vellite had become a synonymous expression with Bible christian. 
“Let us regard no reproach which may be cast upon us for our 
attachment to the Holy Scriptures. A minister recently advised 
a christian friend to examine a certain course of conduct, and 
certain doctrines, by the Bible; and was met by—bless me, Sir, 
you are a Campbellite!”’ 

In “Dear Bro. Sands’ ”’ editorial on the above, is the following 
erroneous quotation—‘‘the Bible, as the justly celebrated Chil- 
lingworth observes, when writing to the Romanists, the Bible is 
the religion of the Catholics.”?> The Rev. Tho. O’Brien will 
certainly thank ‘‘Bro. Sands” for this declaration of his, which 


certainly was never made by Chillingworth; although a prince of 


theological tergiversators, It should be “‘the Bible is the reli- 
gion of Protestants’—than which a more ridiculous statement 
Was never made.—‘‘We know,”’ says ‘‘Bro. 8S.” ‘‘that the plea 
of being guided wholly by the word of God, of paying the ut- 


vs, v4 
most deference and submission to its authority and requirements, 


ismade by the sect known as Campbellites or Reformers—that 
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on this plea, their claim to the exclusive title of the true or o». 
nuine followers of the Redeemer, is founded. But we deny }) 
validity of the claim in their case. Could we once believe, t},), 
their dogmas were in accordance with scripture, our regard f, 
the word of God, would induce us to embrace them withou, 
moment’s hesitation. But it is on the firm belief, that they hay, 
misapprehended its meaning on some essential doctrines of chris. 
tianity, and that the plain and obvious sense of the Bible js », 
direct opposition to the cardinal points of their system, that w. 
feel compelled to reject and oppose their innovations on the wor; 
of God.’ There is about as much truth in this passage of j\y 
Religious Herald, as there is in the quotation from the fick) 
Chillingworth. Epiror. 


OPINIONS. 


Dear Bro. Thomas,—I am highly pleased, beloved Bro. that int), 
day of apostacy from the Christian [nstitution, we have in the Metro. 
selia of Virginia so foarless and able an Advocate of the doctrine of 
the Apostles of Christ. All the disciples. no doubt, are well convinced 
that the things which you oppose, namely, the modern exhibitions of 
Christianity, are part and parcel of the system of Antichrist; but soine 
difference of opinion exists as to your manner of opposing and exposing 
these things. ‘te is too personal,” says one; “too harsh,” says ano. 
ther, “too sarcastic,” says a third, while there are many who think 
the state of the times requires, and the example of the Holy Apostles, 
and the Saviour himself, justifies all you have as yet written agains 
the corruptions and corrupters of the gospel and institutions of Christ 
But when you present to the people an expose of the popular gospe's, 
with all the appendages thereto, such as anxious seats, mourning 
benches, the prayers of the clergy, &c. and place in contrast that hea- 
venly message, first proclaimed by divine authority in Jerusalem, 
then, forsooth you must be charged with empioving too much rid: 
cule. But would the leaders of the people only reflect, that they then- 
selves by such exhibitions, are bringing into ridicule and contempt the 
christian religion itself among intelligent men, who are yet so (wl: 
fully) ignorant, as to form their idea of the religion itself {rom these 
caricatures of it, they would perceive themselves obnoxious to ano- 
ther charge (of awful weight,) that of ridiculing the gospel of Jesus 
Christ: for, if the people can only believe that their gospel is the gos 
pel the latter must irreverently and unjustly suffer all the reproact 
and contempt which justly and properly beiongs to the former. You 
do well then, I chink, 0 present in bold relief and striking contrast 
the gospel and its counterfeits, that your readers may be able to di+ 
tinguish the one from the other, and be delivered from that labyrinth, 
doubt, and perplexity. into which they have been led by the mystic 
teachers of the present day. Whoever can read the 2d chapter 0! 
Acts, and compare the gospel and instituted worship. there recordel, 
with the gospel ~ institutions of sectarian christianity, and not dis 
cern an essential difference between the two systems, a difference 
that destroys every thing like identity, 1s surely so mentally biinc 
that light and darkness are the same to him. 

Yours in the blessed hope, R. C. 

Fredericksburg, Va. 
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TO R. C. 


My dear Brother,—You have, no doubt, read the fable of the old 
man and his ass, who, endeavoring to please every one, pleased no 
body at all. AsTI pass along the journey of life, [ like to hear the 
opinions of my fellow travellers, either in respect to the way I am pur- 
suing. or the mode in which I travel; but, like the old man, I expect 
togive satisfaction to very few. Nothing that he could do would 
please the people, and | anticipate as little success; fur what would 
gain the applause of one party, wou d inevitably draw down upon me 
tne anathema of anether. [f I please God I shall not please man; 
and if | please man I shall displease God; for, says Paul, “if I yet 
nleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”” What shall i do in 
this dilemma? Shall I court the smiles of men, and the plaudits of 
the multitude? Shall I pander to the hallelujah of the people, and 
offer incense to the gods [clergy] they adore? Or shall I dare to be 


| singular in a singular cause? My election is made. My reputation 


for *charitableness” [ hold in no repute; popularity I despise; it is an 
empty bubble! Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the shouts of the peo- 
pe, and a few days after they clamored against his life. My aim is 


| the “well done thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy 


of thy Lord.” Some say [ am personal, others harsh, and a third 
sarcastic to a fault. It may beso. Jesus was charged with all these 
and more. ‘*Woe unto you lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens 
grievous to be borne, and ye yourselvos touch not tne burdens with 
one of your fingers. Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of 
the prophets, and your fathers killed them; truly ye bear witness that 
ye allow the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed killed them, and 
ye build their sepulchres.” How harsh, how very sarcastic! ‘The say. 
ings of Jesus were hard sayings: “Who can hear’? them? Yes, so hard 
were they that ‘many of his disciples went back and walked no more 
withhim.” But, “if they have called the master of the house Beel- 
zebub, how much more them of his household?” Let us, therefore, 
coufort one another with these words, and cease to flatter ourselves 
that we can proclaim the truth in earnest and please the people too. 

Qne esteemed brother advises me to nib my pen at an angie of 45 


| degrees, whicn he 1s of opinion will be acute enough. Another thinks 


Ishould buy softer quills, and not use the English clarified; for he is 
of opinion the latter are too hard, and by cutting through the paper, 
will impair the vision of the reader. A third thinks there are chris- 
tians in all sects, and, therefore, is of opinion I shouid be mild for 
their sakes, good people. A fourth thinks Jesus and the apostles 
were justified in speaking as they did, because they were inspired; 
but is of opinion that I am not, because uninspired. A fifth thinks 
that a good cause alone can justify my zeal, and is of opinion that, 
my cause being a bad one, my enterprize cannot be justified. But 


_ Ume, space, and inclination fail me in the enumeration of the think- 


so’s and opinions of friends and foes. Learn a rule by which I act-- 
when the opinions of my friends coincide with those of the sects, I 


| &ppreciate their motives as well meant, but, being sure that [ am 


right, [go ahead.” A literary gentleman and a clergyman, offered 


| losupply me with articles upon general subjects for the amusement of 


my readers. I replied that the people had been amused long enough; 


_ that a day of vengeance was at hand, and that my object was to thun- 


der in their ears, that, if possible, some might be awakened. Nothing, 
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1 fear, but an earthquake of a moral, political, and physical chara. 
ter combined, can arouse their dormant and besotted energies. 1), 
people have been so long amused, cajoled and flattered by their lea4. 
ers, during a long night of clerical debauch, that society has bp. 
come brutalized and stupid in relation to the things of God. Wha; 
is the character of all the religious publications of the age, two ¢, 
three honorable instances excepted? Are not their angles so obtug 
as to be almost devoid of point? Their quills are so soft and pulpy, 
their ideas so unideal, and their sentiments so unsentimental--ap; 
their spirit so “charitable” withal, that the majesty, power, and auth». 
rity of truth have been rendered ineffectual by their withering touch, 
No, my dear brother, I look at things as they are, not through ti: 
medium of pepular opinion, but through the word of God. My vision 
may appear distoried to the many, but the few will be able to diseery 
the cause. The astronomer tells the ploughboy that he sees the plane 
Saturn as large as his head, with a brilliant circle of light around \ 
the boy supposes him to be either mad or diseased in the eye, for be 
sees nothing but acommon star. The cause of this difference of 05). 
nion is the different media through which they look; and so it js in 
religious astronomics, the people, or the many, look at objects with 
the naked eye, and thus, like the boy, do not discern their true form 
and character; while the students of the “apostles’ doctrine,” acquire 
a divine knowledge, and just sense (although, to some, a distorted 
one,) of the hideousness and deformity of all other religions of the 
day. To say this, whatever we may think, is deemed very unchari. 
table. It may not be expedient for those who live by the people, and 
though I have no other means of support, I would rather subsist on 
sawdust pudding and water, with the renowned Franklin, than ceas: 
to testify and exhort, in the strongest and most pointed manner, 
against the wickedness and perversity of this apostate generation o: 
priests and people. Epiror. 


EFFECTS OF HARD SAYINGS. 


I was at Antioch on the second Lord’s day in Sept. The Gosher 
Association on one side, and the Salemites on the other, were in high 
operation and excitement. Crowds flocked to them both. It was said, 
the Methodists “converted” the people and the Baptists dipped them. 
Be this as it may, certain it is that “hundreds got religion’’ throuzh- 
out Caroline, King William, and King & Queen counties. Let no! 
our readers mistake, it was the Baptist, and not the religion of Jesus 
Christ, they “got.” “Tue ANXIOUS BENCH EXERCISE” was the corporal 
drill, to which they were subjected before they gave in their “‘expe- 
rience.” Some gentlemen of the world, who were present, expressed 
themselves much disgusted at the insane practices they witnessed. 
They were satisfied that whatever tho christian religion on the page 
of the New Testament might be, the exhibition at Burroughs’ on the 
preceding Saturday could claim no affinity to it. Notwithstanding a! 
the hubbub in the neighborhood, we had a very excellent and numer: 
ous audience. In addressing the people, my object is threefold, viz 
to destroy, restore, and reform. To destroy the influence which “the 
doctrines of devils” may have on their minds; to restore to their view 
the religion which Jesugfounded, and his apostles proclaimed; and t 
reform my hearers, by applying the testimony of the apostles an¢ 
prophets to their evil consciences, which is the witness of the Spirit 
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and thus convince them of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. 
This was the plan I adopted on the present occasion; and without 
noise, excitement, or tumult, persuaded seven persons to confess Jesus 
befure men, and upon that confession to be baptized. Epitor, 


PROPHECY FULFILLED. 

“Beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils,” or 
tribunals. “And ye shall be hated of all ror my name’s sake: 
put he that endureth to the end shall be saved. It is enough for the 
disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord.” Matt. 
xr. 16—25. 

This prediction of the Master has recently been again fulfilled for 
the ten thousandth time, in the case of our esteemed brother Yearn- 
shaw, formerly a free will Baptist preacher, who has been wont of 
late to address a small congregation on the subject of the REsTora- 
rion; which gave great offence to the Methodists. These good peo. 
pie sent a stout champion to withstand him and to break down 
Campbellism, as they call the gospel of Christ. He commenced a 
brisk attack, of which railing, according to custom, was a prominent 
fature. He misquoted the scripture, which induced brother Y. to 
iterrupt him with a question. This made the preacher so wrathy, 
that on the spot he threatened to make him answer for it before a 
magistrate. ‘This he put into executior the next day, when brother 
Y. was summoned to Brockport by a Methodist constable, arraigned 
before a Methodist magistrate, accused by a Methodist preacher of 
disturbing a religious meeting, to which fact Methodist witnesses were 
ntwanting. Our friend was tried and sentenced to pay a heavy fine 
of nearly $15, costs included, or go to gaol! Thus triumphed this cham- 
pion of orthodoxy over what the sects call Campbellism. Much ex- 
citement, however. has been produced, “and” says our informant at 
Rochester, N. Y. “if it prove not their final defeat in that neighbor- 
hood, (Brockport, N. Y.) I havebut little discernment.” 

We believe it is contrary to the letter of the law to put questions 
toclergymen, while standing in the “sacred desk.” They are not to 
ve questioned. What they affirm must be received as true, nothing 
doubting. The Jews withstood Paul, and Paul withstood Peter, to 
the face. Had Paul been a Methodist preacher, he would have fined 


F cachson of Abraham after the flesh $15, or have sent him to gaol; and 


what Peter would have done to Paul, had he been a clergyman, for 
bringing him into disrepute, as he might have said, we cannot exactly 
say; but judging from the practice of their pretended successors, he 
would have been degraded from his apostolic office, and his name 
erased from the church books! Our Lord and Master was “degra- 
ded” by the clergymen of his day, because he denounced them and 
exposed their craft to the people; ‘in saying this thou reproachest us 
also.” Yes, that was the secret cause of their bitter hostility against 
him. The disciple may expect to be treated as his master, and the 
servant as his Lord, if he is apt and faithful. We congratulate bro- 
ther Y, therefore, that he has been counted worthy to suffer shame 
for his master’s sake; and let those of the brethren, who seem so anx~ 
iovs to fraternize with sectarians, take warning from this, that their 
Methodist, Baptist. and Presbyterian “brothers” would ke them 
dance to the same tune, were the law propitious. DITORe 
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ACROSTIC ON INFANT SPRINKLING. 
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1 nclined to stray from what is right and just, 

N ature is prone from its primeval dust; 

F ormed first upright, then falling from that sphere, 
A ll men are seeking satisfaction here: 

N othing that’s right will please our carnal pride, 
T herefore we sin and truth is laid aside. 
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out S prirkiing of babes, rege a thousand ills 

4 P rest in, in consequence of stubborn wills; 

R ejecting Christ’s example and command, 

J nvalidating precepts as they stand; 

N o scripture arguments cau prove this rite; 

K ings may contend, and clergymen may fight; 
L, aborious priests may set on float their wit, 

I ncrease their cavils, then with shame submit. 
N one but the Pope be thanked for tnis invention, 
G ive His his due, and finish the contention, 


TUE HOPE OF THE JEWS. 


“The sacred light of revelation was first lit up in the wilderness o; 
Arabia, and from thence it jas commenced spreading all over the globe, 

Jn every country some, at least, of the scattered seed of Abraham are 
to be found; their beautiful code of laws has been partially adopted 
in many places, and millions of human beings are drinking the waters 
of revelation, though they derive it from different and polluted chan. 
nels. Upon the solid rock of our law have the Notzry and Mohammed 
built their systems, and though in part erroneous, yet do these systems 
* already acknowledge the true God, his revelation, and- his supreme 
rule. May we not hope,-that the time will speedily arrive, when not 
alone the Nazarenes and Mahommedans, but all the other famlies of the 
earth also will hasten fo ¢he banner raised on the mountains, range 
themselves behind the ranks of the true believers, and exclaim: The Eter. 
nal is the God! The Eternal is the God!? O happy time! O blessed 
hour! When our eyes shall behold (the restoration of Zion, the rebuild- 
ing of Jerusalem, and the Temple on Moriah, and the re-assembling of 
the tribes of Israel!” —From “The Jews and the Mosaic Law,” pp. 35-6, 

by Isaac Leeser, of the Philada. Jewish Synag. 

ey All these items of Jewish hope, do we, the despised Nazarenes of 
lin the apostolic order, earnestly and ardently long for. But. O Jews, 
. remember that the Banner will be lifted up, Zion restored, Jerusalem 
rebuilt, and the Temple reared, (see Ezek.) by the power of Jesus ‘he 
Nazarene, our Master, whom your fathers crucified, and upon whom 

you shall hereafter look and mourn. Epirtor. 
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The total number of convents in Spain, of all descriptions, is stated 
by the Cadiz Diario to be 2.388, containing 93.398 inmates, viz:— 
59,768 males, and 33.630 females. The estimated draft uj,on the peo- 
ple for the support of retigious mendicants and bare-footed friars, 8 
92,680,800'reals, (vellon, we presume) per annum,-or $4,634,040. 
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THE WORD REVEREND. 


David says of God, “Holyand Reverend is his name.” All this name 
a the Pope and his Clergy, “of every name and denomination,” for they 

gre all his, though they quarrel with each other now and then, have 
‘ken to themselves; Holy Pope and Reverend Clergy, includes the 
hole of them. ‘Thus they take the name of God in vain. Whena 
soung lad is ordained over a parish,or a church, you may see the older 
‘Jergymen complimenting him in the pulpit, with “Reverend Sir, Re 
vend and Dear Brother.’ The Arcuaisuor or Canrersury is 
whe Right Reverend Father in God; and his Lord and Master rue 
pope, was formerly addressed by the blasphemous title Dominus Deus 
Noster Papa,” ‘Cur Lord God Almighty the Pope’!!!! _How full of the 
sames of blasphemy is the Kingdom of the Clergy! This Kingdom is 
wmbolized in the Apocalypse under the figure of ‘ta woman, sitting 
soon a scarlet beast, full of the names of blasphemy, having seven 
veads and ten horns.” And upon hér forehead was her name written, 
“Mystery, BapyLon the Great, the Moruer of Har.ors (sectarian 
churches,) and of the ABomiNations of the Earth,” (the diabolical doc- 
trnes of the Clergy) with which they have intoxicated the people, ca- 
ied therm of their substance, and imperilled their eternal weal, 





PURGATORY. 


Within three or four years, the following precious document was 
B posted up in the Christian Churches of Madrid: 


| «The sacred and royal bank of piety has relieved from purgatory 
from its establishment in 1721 to Nov. 1826, 


1,030,395 souls at an expense of 1 ,720,4371. ster. 
11,402 do. from Nov. 1826. to Nov. 1827, 15,276 “* 
1.041.797 1,735,713 * 


The number of Masses calculated to accomplish this pious work 


was 55%,921; consequently each soul cost one mass and 9~10ths, or 
343. 4d.” ; 


lota Tau Kappa will appear inour next. Dionysrds will perceive 
that his communications are superseded by our article on Elder South- 
wood’s Sermon. The communication signed *W, W. Sleigh,” came 


§ ‘co late to hand for. insertion in this, but shall appear in the next 
bumber. 





I> Our subscribers in Richmond, may obtain their papers at Wm. 
Rootwright’s, Shockoe Hill, Mr Hubbard’s store, F street, and Mr. 
Pemberton’s store, Main street, both below the creck. 





*,* Our worthy correspondents will be so good as to pay the post- 
wge of-their letters; it will be nothing to them individually, but col. 


keclive'y their letters will become an enormous tax at the end of the 
year. 





As the meeting in Fredericksburg, Va. is important, we are request- 
tito invite brethren Townes. Webber, Higgerson, Du Val, Ander- 
on, Henley, Richards, Taliaferro, Ainslie, &c. to be present. We « 
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have been urged to stir these brethren up. Half measures wi| ,, 
longer do. The time is come to be up and doing. Let us there, 
meet together, and devise some means to stir up the people, ang ;, 
rouse them from their death-like slumber. May our uncerstandin,, 
be opened, that we may wield the sword of the Spirit with ene;,, 
and march to the combat like true veterans of the faith.—Enro,.' 

Meeting opens on the Thursday before the second Lord’s day 
Octotker, 
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RECEIPTS FUR THE ADVOCATE 
(from Aug. 1st to Sept. 1st.) 


Petersburg, Va. N, N. Moore, D. W. Pragg, J. T. Brown, J. A)), 
son, L. White, A. Pond, R, W. Reany, W. Walker, J. T. Estis, y 
A. Armistead. Richmond, Va. Tho. Pemberton, A. Gentry, G. & 
Redford, S. Frazer, R. King, R Legon, J. R. Radcliffe, B Ellett, w. 
Marsh, J. Woodson, J. Letellier $5, R. Hyde, J. Winn, J. C. Bosker. 
C. Carter $10, J. B. Bragg, R. Smith, J. J. Jackson, R. Paris), ¥ 
Holloway, W. Barlow, J. M’Dowell, B. Thomas, W. Wood, W, Pors. 
ter, P. W. Grubbs, C. White, Dr. Paterson, W. M’Creary. HW), 
Chimneys, Car. J. Norment. Sparta, $. Sanders. Bowling Gre, 
T. Jones, L. Goodwin. KEnfield, King William, E. W. Saterwhity, 
Jno. Toombs. Washington, Pa. H. Vankirk. Smithfield, Vx. 0, 
Jones. Jelersville, Amelia, T. E. Jeter $5. Franklin, Tenn. W. | 

Yampbell $5. King William C. H. R. Hill, J. T. Neale, J.B. 2: 
wards, J. R. Thornton, W. C. Pemberton, B. Slaugbter, Mrs. )) 
eB: Quarles. Lanesville, P. Johnson, M. Slaughter, WeD. Robins. Vn 
4 ville, Tenn. A. Adams $15. Cicero, Onand. N. Y. H. Joslin $2, Oran, 
C. H. Va. P. Grimes, M. D. Old Church, Mrs. M. Braxton, f.¢ 
; 


ra eRe: eae i EE gS ot 


‘ 


ng ea EP a 


Talley, A. A. Oliver, E. S. Talley. Syracuse, Onand. N. Y. } ! 

: Moss $15. Perkins’ Store,C. Valentine. Gloucester C. H. Va. Mn. 

2 A. Robins. Jerusalem, Va. R. Malone, G. Atkinson Watkinsvili:, 

' Va. A. R Bowles, A. G. Bowles. Hubbard’s Store. Richmond, \; 

\, J. Meredith, B. Wicker. W. Gibson, G. Bootwright, W. Wood, (i. 

son, Elkanah Tate. Pemberton’s, Richmond, Va. R.C. Allen, 8.0. 

Carter. Louisa Co. R. T. White, for self, Elder J. Goss, Jo. § 

Bowles, J. Webber, Wm. Pleasants, J. P. Spencer and C. M. Dy 

Florence, Ala. A. Amonot $5. Wicholasville, Ky. G. W. Elley 3 
Sanderson’s, Va. Z. W. Perkins. 


NEW AGENTS. 

W P. Campbell, Franklin, Tenn. Zephen F. Green, Brighton,.\x- 
castle District, Upper Canada. Wm +S. Gardner, Rochester, Monn 
NV. Youk. Jas. Spoor, Greece, Monro, N.Y. W. W. Anderson, ? 
M. Locust Creek. Lousa, Va. R.H. Degernette, M. D. Sandy hu 
Chureh, Prince Edward, Va_ Porter Fisher, Versailles, Woud/ord, hy 








NOTICE, 

My residence is at Mr Jéel B. Bragg’s, H Street, between 2d an 
3d, next door to an Apothecary’s store, where I shal! be ready to& 
swer any Calls that may be made upon me for professional aid eilh 
at home or abroad. JOHN THOMAS, M. D. 


cece 





James C. Waker, Printer, near the Museum, Richmond, V2. | 





